
The Joe Duddington
Grave Appeal





In early 2021, the

Friends of Hyde Park

Cemetery launched our

Joe Duddington Grave

Marking Appeal. 



Joseph (Joe) Duddington was born in Doncaster in 1876. His

father Thomas worked as a railway fireman and Joe followed

him into the railway industry. Joe married Mary Alice Lane in

December 1900 at Christ Church, Doncaster. The couple lived

together with their children in Doncaster. Mary Alice died in

1921 at 103 Catherine Street, the family home. She was 41. Joe

married Florence Goodlad in 1935.

On the 3rd of July 1938, Joe drove Mallard on its locomotive

world speed record breaking run, with fireman Tommy Bray. Joe

worked for the LNER until his retirement in 1944. In his later

years he lived in Dunsville, Doncaster.

Joe died on the 3rd of April 1953, aged 76. He was buried at

Hyde Park Cemetery and his grave was unmarked, until 2021. 



Our initial target was £2000, enough to get a basic

headstone for Joe and Mary Alice's grave. As the donations

started rolling in we realised the appeal had become

something very special. We not only hit but far exceeded

our target. 

Donations were made by supporters of our work, railway

history enthusiasts, fans of the band Big Big Train, local

organisations, trade unions and more. 

The response on social media was amazing..





Fans of the band 

Big Big Train, known

as Passengers, came

across the appeal on

social media and

donated generously,

sharing the appeal

among the bands

considerable fan base. 

Big Big Train





'Gone but never

forgotten'





We received

amazing support

from the

Doncaster Free

Press, The

Yorkshire Post

and BBC Look

North

Press Coverage



Tom Ingall from Look North visiting the cemetery with

Matthew Delaney, Joe's great-grandson.



Matthew with Helen, Secretary of Friends of Hyde Park Cemetery. 
By kind permission of Doncaster Free Press



The appeal even

reached music

publications thanks to

the support from the

band Big Big Train and

their fans..







The Headstone
We began the long

process of developing

the headstone with

J&M Memorials. This

initial mock-up gave

us an idea of what the

final headstone would

look like.. 



Before..



After..



On Saturday the 2nd of October we were joined at the

cemetery by members of the extended Duddington family,

railway enthusiasts, local historians, representatives of the

LNER, ASLEF and The GNR Society, a band member of Big

Big Train, and many many more in remembrance of a

railway hero. 

We were absolutely blown away by how many people

joined us, through the rain, to remember Joe Duddington

and his wife Mary Alice.



The new headstone was dedicated by Rev. Cpt. McCarthy

of St James Church, with speeches from Rt Hon Dame Rosie

Winterton MP and Councillor Glyn Jones, Deputy Mayor.

Many branches of the extended Duddington family were in

attendance, some of whom had never met! 









The Bench

As our fundraising appeal was so successful, we were also

able to install a memorial bench for Joe in the cemetery.

The bench was created to a bespoke design by local

company Solid Oak Designs and was also unveiled at the

same event. 



Members of the Duddington family with the bench 





The Guided Walk

After the dedication

event, the Friends held

a guided walk around

other railway related

burials in the cemetery 



It is difficult for us to articulate just how overwhelmed we

have been by the response to Joe’s appeal and how

bursting with pride we are to now see him remembered.

Thank you to everyone who has supported this project. 

Remembering Joe Duddington, Tommy Bray, and all the

railwaymen of Doncaster. 



To find out more about the Friends

of Hyde Park Cemetery, the history

of the cemetery itself and to make

a donation please visit

www.fohpc.org.uk


