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Woodland Trust Tree Planting 
Project 

Welcome to our latest newsletter! 

You can keep up-to-date with all FoHPC activities by visiting: 

www.fohpc.org.uk or at our Facebook page www.facebook.com/FoHPC  

At the end of 2019 we successfully applied for 270 trees from 
the Woodland Trust. They had launched a campaign entitled 
"The Big Climate Fightback" with the aim of encouraging more 
than a million people to pledge to plant a tree in the run-up to 
a special day of planting across the UK on 30th November 
2019.  
 
On this date we had a band of enthusiastic volunteers come 
along in very cold but sunny conditions. We were able to plant 
nearly all the saplings into areas of soil that had kindly been  
pre-prepared for us by DMBC. Over the next few days the rest 
of the trees were planted and we’re delighted to report that 
they all seem to be doing well!! 
 
As this project was so successful, we are now about to  
receive yet another 420 trees which we aim to plant at our 
April work morning.  
 
This batch will include hardy native species which can tolerate  
exposed sites and can help dry up wet areas. These include 
hazel, crab apple, downy birch, hawthorn, holly & goat willow. 
 
Hopefully, over time, we shall see the cemetery transform into 
a more vibrant green space where wildlife can thrive. 



In 2018 we launched an appeal to  
have the grave of Sir Charles Norris    
Nicholson restored.  
 
Since the last newsletter, we are 
pleased to say that the restoration is 
complete.  
 
We are hoping that the family will be 
able to visit Doncaster this year and 
see the restoration, and we of course 
will update you of any news in the  
future. 

Sir Charles Norris  
Nicholson Restoration  

This years guided walk programme has 
just been finalised with some new ones 
to look out for. 

Whilst we’re kicking off 2020 with an     
updated version of the Planes, Trains 
and Automobiles walk which we ran a 
couple of years ago, we end the year 
with something new entitled Ashes to 
Ashes where we’ll be looking at the   
people involved in the process of death!! 

The walks are all on a Sunday at 3pm 
except for the Bat Walk which is held on 
a Saturday at 8pm. 

The new guided walk leaflet is shown 
opposite and more details can be found 
on our website at www.fohpc.org.uk. 

Please come along and support us! 

 

 

Guided Walks 2020 



Students at the Cemetery 

The Friends are always delighted when a school or 
college contact us. Again last year we were contacted 
by the XP Schools with a request in relation to a 
mathematical problem!   
They were interested in looking at the ages and data 
of people who had served and died in WW1, and who 
are mentioned on graves within the site. Our chair   
Andria kindly took groups of children around over a 
course of a few days, and the children recorded the 
figures for further research when they got back to 
school.  
At school the children travelled back in time to 1914. 
No longer were they students of mathematics, but they 
became British Government top mathematicians, 
cracking coded messages sent between enemy forces 
during the war!  
It just goes to show how diverse not only the school is 
but also what a useful resource the cemetery can be 
too! 
 
Last year we were also delighted to be contacted by 
Students from the Communication Specialist College 
(part of Doncaster Deaf Trust).   
The students were studying horticulture and needed 
somewhere to practice their skills, and so they spent a 
morning each week in the cemetery during term time 
where they helped us keep the cemetery tidy. The  
students tidied around the Cross of Sacrifice and 
edged the grass areas, weeded the flower beds at the 
entrance and created another planting bed by planting 
lavender bushes.  
The new link with the Communication Specialist     
College is really valuable to us as not only does it give 
us the manpower needed to help improve the      
cemetery, but also gives us an opportunity to help 
these young people develop their skills. 
 



Talks by FoHPC 

How to Contact Us  

Tel: +44 (0) 7577 671490  

Email: info@fohpc.org.uk  

Web:www.fohpc.org.uk  

Twitter:@HydeParkCem  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
FoHPC  

 
At the end of 2019 and the start of 2020, the friends 
have been getting more involved in holding talks to 
groups and organisations for a small fee. 
 
We are in the process of developing themed talks 
on a variety of subjects and also have a very     
popular general talk about the cemetery and some 
of its colourful characters! 
 
One of our reasons for expanding in this area is 
that it gives more people that cannot attend our 
walks the opportunity to hear and learn about a part 
of Doncaster’s history, something which we feel is 
very important.  
 
So far we have had very positive feedback from the 
talks we’ve already given and have in fact been 
booked for more next year. 
 
If you are part of a group and would like us to 
speak at an event, then please find more details on 
our website. 

End of an Era 

As you are aware the Friends is made up entirely of 
volunteers with a passion for the cemetery. The 
group was initiated in 2002 but was formally 
launched in 2003 when Richard Bell became the   
figurehead. Richard decided a year ago to stand 
down from the committee to concentrate on his Sand 
House Project. 
 
Over the years Richard has shown amazing passion 
and enthusiasm for the cemetery and we all (past 
members and present) owe a great deal to Richard 
and his commitment to the site. The Friends group 
has been a big part of his life for a very long time and 
we will miss his knowledge and drive.  
 
We know that the Friends group will carry on the 
great work that Richard has done over the years and  
are grateful that he has been able to continue to help 
on our work mornings and other projects where we 
have needed his valuable expertise. 
 
We wish Richard all the best for the future... 


